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Catholic Promotes Pro-Life Day
MAC SIZELAND
Staff Reporter

   One of the biggest events in 
January not just for Charlotte 
Catholic but for Catholics all 
over the United States is the 
National March for life, hosted 
every year by the March for 
Life Foundation at the National 
Mall in Washington DC. With 
the March for Life Founda-
tion choosing to host the event 
virtually because of Covid-19, 
Campus Ministry decided on an 
alternative: an all-school Pro-
Life Day celebration.
   The event included a week-
long diaper drive for MiraVia, 
an organization that supports 
unwed mothers and their chil-
dren, and two days of medita-
tive prayer with the Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy in the morning 
and the Rosary of the Sorrowful 
Mysteries in the afternoon. 
   As mental preparation leading 
up to the occasion, seminar-

ian Mr. Bauman made daily 
speeches during announcements 
extolling the importance of 
“uplifting the values of life in a 
culture of death” and “forgiv-
ing those who sin against life.” 
The school store also sold a 
student-designed t-shirt reading 
“I AM THE PRO-LIFE GEN-
ERATION” that students could 
wear on Pro-Life Day, with all 
proceeds donated to MiraVia.
   Most students were surprised 
by the transformation of an 
event typically celebrated by 
a selective minority into one 
intended for the whole school 
community, but Mr. Bauman 
believes in “engaging all stu-
dents, not just ones that have 
educated themselves and are 
deeply dedicated to this fight.” 
He said, “ultimately our goal is 
to instill a culture of respecting 
and celebrating life in every-

one.”
   With the success of this cel-
ebration, Campus Ministry says 
they plan to host events similar 
to this supporting the value of 
elderly and disabled peoples’ 
lives later in the year. Mr. Bau-
man is specifically excited 
about the opportunity to partner 
with Holy Angels, a facility in 
Belmont that cares for intel-

lectually disabled adults. “Holy 
Angels is excited for students 
to serve with them and be able 
to form a bond with members 
of their community. Sadly, it’s 
not an ideal world and we can’t 
do that right now, but it’s our 
job to perform our ministry in 
the way that will benefit others 
most.”
   To questions about why 
Campus Ministry discusses the 
unborn more than any other 
group he said, “We respect life 
from the womb to the tomb, but 
the Church has deemed the pri-
oritization of unborn children 
vital in fighting for one simple 
reason: if humans do not have 
the right to be born, what pro-
tection can there be for people 
already living?”
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CCHS Finds a Fill-In for Final Exams
JOSEPH FLYNN
Staff Reporter

   Last year, the administration de-
cided to cancel final exams because 
they felt requiring them would be 
incompatible with online learning. 
Students struggled to learn mate-
rial without a standard platform 
to work with. This year, as with 
online learning, they have come up 
with a better solution to the prob-
lem.
   Mr. Telford said he is a proponent 
of final exams because he believes 
that they help prepare students to 
take major college assessments 
seriously. “I think students need to 
experience a little bit of pressure; 
what I mean by that is the impor-
tance of a final exam. We don’t 
want somebody to experience that 
for the first time in college.”
   This year, final exams will be 
replaced with semester-end assess-
ments. Instead of counting as 20% 
of the semester grade, they will 

count as part of the fourth quarter 
grade. The number of points an 
assessment will be worth may vary 
from teacher to teacher, although 
there will likely be consistency 
across each department. Each quar-
ter grade will count for 50% of the 
final semester grade.
   Mr. Telford said, “We want to 
give students enough time to study 
for them. You’re done at noon and 
you can go and study for the next 
one, or get ready for whatever’s 

next. We try to stretch it out for 
students. We try to be sensitive to 
that.”
   The assessments will be sched-
uled similarly to regular exams, 
with students taking two per day 
during the final week of school. 
Students will have two hours per 
assessment, and may leave after 
completing them. No student, 
excluding seniors, will be exempt 
from these assessments, regardless 
of their grade in the class.

   

Remote learners will be able to 
take these assessments from home. 
Mr. Telford said, “we’ve found 
the toughest part is giving tests 
when we’re virtual and when we’re 
in-person… what we want is that 
whatever you give has some integ-
rity to the process.”
   AP classes will still have exams 
as usual, since they are adminis-
tered by College Board instead 
of the school. As such, there will 
likely be no semester-end assess-
ment for AP classes.
Mr. Telford added, “we don’t know 
for sure what the end of the school 
year is going to go like… we want 
to let people know ahead of time, 
not only teachers but students too.”
   Although they won’t count for 
as much as regular exams, the 
new assessments will still demand 
plenty of studying and should not 
be underestimated.
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Friday Night Lights Return to Keffer

ROBERT VERRIER
Staff Reporter
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   In August 2020, the NCHSAA an-
nounced its 2020-2021 calendar, which 
saw delays and schedule alterations to 
nearly every sport, and football was 
no exception. The Charlotte Catholic 
Varsity Football team will kick off their 
2020-2021 campaign two weeks from 
Friday night, the latest start of any 
football season held at Catholic, due to 
Covid-19.
  Like nearly all the sports offered at 
Charlotte Catholic, the football team 
will play only their in-conference 
opponents: Marvin Ridge, Piedmont, 
Parkwood, Cuthbertson, Weddington, 
Sun Valley, and Monroe. The Cougars 
would typically schedule challenging 
out-of-state opponents for their non-
conference games in an effort to boost 
their national exposure; however, they 
will have to wait another year. 
   This will be the Cougars’ final year 
facing these opponents, after the NCH-
SAA announced a conference realign-
ment in late 2020 which would take 
effect in the 2021-2022 athletic year. 
Next year, the Cougars conference will 
feature opponents such as Butler, East 
Mecklenburg, Garinger, Independence, 
Providence, and Rocky River High 

School. 
   The Cougars return only a small 
handful of starters on both sides of the 
ball, most notably senior linebacker 
Liam Barbee and senior running back 
Paul Neel. Both men have signed to 
play at the Division-1 level next year at 
Elon University and Bucknell, respec-
tively. Barbee led the Cougars defense 
with 183 total tackles last year, while 
Neel carried the ball for just short of 
2,000 yards and scored 28 total touch-
downs. 
   Charlotte Catholic’s football team 
will look almost completely different 
from last year. In particular, the of-
fensive line will debut four brand new 
starters this season. The offensive line 
was led last year by Malik McGowan, 
one of the only four-year starters in 
Catholic’s rich football history, now 
an offensive lineman at University of 
North Carolina. Despite limited off-
season practice, the Cougars hope their 
young offensive line will step up to 
help lead their power-run offense.
   The Cougars are not alone in their 
“new look” for this unprecedented 
winter season, as other teams in the 
conference have experienced changes 

as well. Sun Valley, Piedmont, and 
Parkwood all hired new Head Coaches 
over the off-season, and some teams 
will be missing the star power of their 
top players. Marvin Ridge quarterback 
Sully McDermott and Weddington run-
ning back Will Shipley have both fore-
gone their senior year of high school 
football and opted to early-enroll at the 
University of Tennessee and Clemson, 
respectively. 
   Weddington in particular will feel the 
effects of the loss of Will Shipley, as 
he was ranked the #1 all-purpose-back 
(running back and/or wide receiver) in 
the nation for the class of 2021. Shi-
pley was one of the guiding forces to 
Weddington capturing 
back-to-back State 
Championships in 
2018 and 2019. 
   In his three year 
Varsity career, Shi-
pley carried the ball 
for 3,457 yards and 
scored 65 total touch-
downs. Three of Shi-
pley’s 65 touchdowns 
came against Char-
lotte Catholic in Wed-

dington’s shocking 45-0 victory over 
the Cougars last October. This was the 
Cougars’ first loss in October in 15 
years. Shipley received 24 Division-1 
offers, but ultimately chose Clemson 
over Notre Dame in May 2020. Though 
Charlotte Catholic will not face Shi-
pley this year, they will still get their 
chance at revenge against Weddington 
on March 5th, which will be “Senior 
Night” for the Cougars. 
   Though the Cougars current season is 
unlike any other, their goal remains the 
same, to do what few high school foot-
ball teams across the country can say 
they’ve ever done: capture their fourth 
consecutive State Championship.
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Lady Laxers Look to Championship
TAYLOR FLESCH
Staff Reporter
   The Charlotte Catholic Women’s 
Lacrosse Team is off to a great start this 
season despite the unusual circumstances 
of the Covid-19 Pandemic. With a record 
of 3-0, the team has high hopes of win-
ning their state championship game this 
year. 
   Last year, the team started off strong 
with three wins before the season was 
postponed and later canceled due to the 
virus. The team was disappointed that 
they would be unable to try for the State 
Champion title; however, this year they 
have come back more determined than 
ever.  
   Like virtually every other activity or 
sport, there have been several new rules 
and regulations enforced to try to miti-
gate the spread of Covid while practic-
ing and playing games. Along with the 
requirement of masks for each player, 
the teams will not be allowed to shake 
hands like in previous years. 
   The team, headed by Coach Denise 
Bier and assisted by Coach Matthew 
Reilly, opened their regular season 
with a game against Cuthbertson High 
School. The Cougars came out strong 
and finished the second half with a score 

of 18-2, securing their first win of the 
season. This game was supposed to be 
the team’s senior night; however, it has 
since been rescheduled for February 
22nd.  
   Since then, the team has pulled out 
three more wins, beating Hoggard 16-2 
and Sun Valley twice with scores of 13-2 
and 18-4.
   The captains of the team this year are 
Caroline Harlick, Meghan Lowe, Rachel 
Derochi, and Taylor Flesch, who have 
all been on varsity since freshman year. 
Since their junior season was cut short, 
these four especially are leaving it all out 

on the field for one last shot to win the 
state championship. 
   The team practices every day after 
school along with Saturday mornings. 
Meghan Lowe said, “our lacrosse team 
has been practicing non stop since Janu-
ary 11th and we’ve only improved.” She 
went on to add, “I think for me, and for 
all the captains of this team, we are ex-
cited to run our shapes play on defense, 
which allows us to pressure the other 
team and win the ball back.” 
   When asked about the team’s offense, 
Meghan said, “I am excited to see one of 
our key offensive combinations- Molly 

Baumgratz and Barbara Tucker- because 
they have quick moves and can play off 
each other really well.”
   Weddington proves to be the big-
gest competition this year for the lady 
cougars. Every year the Weddington vs. 
Catholic matchup is a highly competi-
tive and anticipated game as both teams 
are evenly matched in skill. When asked 
about her thoughts before the game 
was played, junior Kate Draddy said, “I 
definitely feel that it will be a very close 
game, and I can’t wait for this good 
competition.” 
   The Cougars lost 15-10 to the Wed-
dington Warriors on February 10th after 
an intense game. While disappointed, the 
team is anticipating their next match up 
against their rivals and is preparing for 
their chance at redemption. 
   Despite participating in both the 2018 
and 2019 State championship game, 
the CCHS women’s lacrosse team has 
not won the NC State Championship 
since 2014. This year, the state game is 
scheduled for March 27th and the team 
is ready to finally gain back the state 
champions title. 
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Brady Climbs the Stairway to Seven
ALEX NEWELL
Staff Reporter
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   Sports fans across the nation 
gather around their televisions ev-
ery year to witness the most popu-
lar sporting event in America: the 
Super Bowl. After a season of un-
certainty and limited fans because 
of the lingering virus, we finally 
witnessed some normalcy with 
Tom Brady returning to the Super 
Bowl for the tenth time. His Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers faced off against 
the reigning Super Bowl Champion 
Kansas City Chiefs and superstar 
quarterback Patrick Mahomes.
   Brady, often considered the 
greatest quarterback to ever step 
foot on the gridiron, found new 
success following his recent move 
to Tampa Bay, after spending his 
NFL career in a Patriots uniform. 
He rejoined forces with Rob 
Gronkowski, his go-to tight end 
during his time in New England, 
who came out of retirement when 
he discovered that Brady would 
be switching teams. The Bucs 

went on to have an above-average 
regular season going 11-5 and then 
stunned almost everyone when 
on the road they went on a three-
game winning streak to the cham-
pionship. During this streak, Tom 
Brady’s squad outdid the likes of 
Drew Brees’ Saints and the Super 
Bowl favorite Green Bay Packers, 
led by MVP Aaron Rodgers.
   On the other side of the NFL, 
however, Kansas City’s success 
came as no surprise. After a domi-

nant 2019 season, Mahomes’ 
unit closed the regular sea-
son with the best record in 
the league and blew past ev-
ery AFC playoff team they 
faced. Paired with All-Pro 
receiver Tyreek Hill and All-
Pro tight end Travis Kelce, 
Patrick Mahomes and the 
Chiefs had no trouble reach-
ing the Super Bowl. Before 
the big game, Kansas City 
was favored to win back-to-
back titles.

   Even so, from the beginning of 
the game to its end Tampa Bay 
looked like and was the better 
team. During the AFC Champion-
ship against the Buffalo Bills, Kan-
sas City lost multiple key offensive 
line players to injury. These losses 
would hurt Kansas City’s offensive 
game plan more than they might 
have thought. It looked as though 
each time Mahomes received the 
snap he was already running for 

his life, as the Buccaneers defen-
sive line dominated. In fifty-two 
percent of Mahomes’ dropbacks, 
he was heavily pressured. This led 
to Mahomes frequently having to 
scramble more than ten yards be-
hind the line of scrimmage and at-
tempt an awkward acrobatic pass. 
   Although the defensive front 
unquestionably helped, Brady and 
his offense did not rely on them. In 
four of their first five drives, Brady 
methodically drove down the field 
and put seven points on the board. 
The one time they were not able to 
score, they made it to the one-yard 
line. 
   Tampa Bay ultimately won the 
game 31-9, granting the Bucca-
neers their second Super Bowl vic-
tory and Tom Brady his seventh. 
Brady has now won more Super 
Bowls than any NFL franchise and 
has cemented his legacy as the best 
to ever play the game.
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Redditors Play the Game to Stop Shorts
WILLIAM HICKS
Staff Reporter
   The last time the mainstream media 
covered an internet event at the same 
level as the recent Gamestop stock 
situation was likely the Area 51 raid 
way back in September of 2019.  So 
what happened to warrant this level of 
attention and controversy? And how 
likely is something like this to happen 
again? 
   This event, called a catastrophe by 
some and an opportunity by others, 
was started solely by a post to Red-
dit by a user named Keith Gill. Put 
simply, he had noticed that multiple 
large hedge funds and sums of money 
had been pulling off a “short squeeze” 
in Gamestop’s falling stock. A “short 
squeeze” occurs when one borrows 
numerous shares of a company’s stock 
and immediately sells them with the 
goal of buying back all of those stocks 
at a lower price.
   Noticing this, Keith Gill posted a 
long essay on the subreddit r/wall-
streetbets encouraging everyone to 
invest in Gamestop and disrupt this 
“short squeeze.” The strategy behind 

this is to drive up 
the price of the 
stock so that all the 
investors who bor-
rowed stock and 
immediately sold 
it now have to buy 
back all this stock 
as a much higher 
price. 
   Almost imme-
diately, Keith’s 
essay became one of the top Reddit 
posts and Redditors rushed to invest. 
Several factors seemed to compound 
its success, driving Gamestop stock 
increasingly upward and concerning 
these hedge funds more by the minute. 
First was the well-established brand 
of Gamestop within internet culture. 
Many have nostalgic memories of the 
place where they bought their first 
game or sold a game for a fraction of 
its price. This nostalgia likely clouded 
the judgement of many investors and 
reduced the level of concern they 
would normally feel investing in a fail-

ing company.
   Second was the very real potential to 
get rich fast, which led many to invest 
abnormally large sums of money. 
Blaze Cutinho, a Charlotte Catholic 
junior, admits that this was indeed a 
primary motivation behind his invest-
ment and said, “I probably knew that I 
was too late to actually get rich off the 
whole event, but that did not stop me 
from investing more than I normally 
would in hopes that Gamestop could 
go even higher.” Finally, the whole 
ordeal exploded when Elon Musk 
tweeted about the event on Twitter, en-

couraging people to invest and linking 
Keith Gill’s paragraph. 
   The many conflicting points of views 
of the story come from the media and 
the people. Many experienced inves-
tors were mad at the irresponsible 
meddling, saying that for every person 
that made money off the event, some-
one was going to lose money. The 
people on the other hand were glad to 
disrupt such a large hedge fund, with 
the common sentiment on Twitter 
being that they had more power than 
they realized. 
   With all that being said, is something 
like this likely to happen again? On 
a scale as large as this, it is unlikely. 
However, people will undoubtedly be 
looking for the next big fund to disrupt 
the next thing to invest in. Already 
companies like AMC and Black-
berry have seen dramatic increases in 
stock, up to 860%, but these numbers 
dropped almost as quickly as they 
rose. We will have to see if the internet 
will be able to unite on a front like this 
and at the same scale again.
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Dos and Don’ts of Valentine’s Day

KARA BIVENS
Staff Reporter

   Valentine’s Day is a chance 
to impress the person who 
means the most to you by 
showing your affection for 
him or her. To ensure that 
the Valentine’s experience 
is pleasant for both you and 
your date, observe these sim-
ple suggestions for dos and 
don’ts on Valentine’s Day.
First, do make your date feel 
special. This means surpris-
ing him or her with an un-
expected romantic gesture, 
showering him or her with 
genuine compliments, and 
avoiding excessive com-
plaints during the date. 
   Sophomore Madalyn 
Schmitz agreed that sweet 
gestures or small gifts can 
make Valentine’s Day more 
romantic. “My boyfriend is 

getting me a ring with my 
birth flower on it for Valen-
tine’s Day this year! I am so 
excited to open it.” Put in 
effort to make your date feel 
special. 
   Don’t be late. If you think 
traffic may be a problem, 
leave a little earlier to make 
sure you’re on time. Being 
late can set the wrong tone 
for the entire date, and it may 
make your date feel as if you 
aren’t invested in your rela-
tionship.
   Sophomore Chloe Lefaivre 
said some absolute don’ts for 
a successful Valentine’s Day 
are “don’t be overly flirty” 
and “don’t go on your phone” 
during the date. Though “of 
course you can flirt with your 
date a little, take the time to 

engage in meaningful con-
versation” to help establish 
a strong relationship. Also, 
by not going on your phone, 
you “show your date that you 
want to be there with them,” 
which demonstrates commit-
ment.
   Chloe also suggested that 
you “ask your date about 
their interests-- they’ll be 
excited to tell you about them 
and you’ll have something to 
talk about,” and if this is your 
first date with that person, 
“bring some friends along! 
This will make the date less 
awkward, and they’ll be there 
to support you.”
   A year touched by the coro-
navirus adds some unique 
rules to Valentine’s dates. 
First, make sure that the place 

where you take your special 
someone will not be over-
crowded. This minimizes the 
risk of catching Covid and 
ruining what should be happy 
memories of your date.
   Wear masks in public plac-
es, and if you’re looking for 
a socially distanced date, try 
your local park for a picnic 
lunch. 
   No matter what you do this 
Valentine’s Day, make sure 
that you make your special 
someone feel comfortable, 
content, and appreciated. In 
this extraordinary year, ro-
mantic gestures hold even 
more value, and everyone 
can appreciate a well-planned 
date.

Teachers Recall Romantic Moments
BETHANY HARDAWAY
Staff Reporter

   Romantics everywhere are 
looking forward to Febru-
ary 14th, the holiday of love. 
As this tradition approaches, 
I reached out to some teach-
ers to gather their thoughts in 
regards to St.Valentine’s Day.
   Although some despise the 
holiday, this is not the case 
with Mrs. Huss, who decorates 
her classroom for the occa-
sion. Mrs. Huss celebrates 
both Valentine’s Day and her 
birthday on the 14th which is 
why her parents referred to her 
as “the best valentine I’ve ever 
gotten.” 
   The math teacher loves the 
ritual of Valentine’s but no-
tices that it has changed over 
the years. She claims in her 
younger days kids didn’t give 

gifts to one another to com-
memorate the day. 
   Mr. Huss and Mrs. Huss 
have been together for 35 
years after meeting one anoth-
er at a disco. On Mrs. Huss’s 
first Valentine’s day with her 
husband, he got her one card 
for both occasions assum-
ing that would be acceptable. 
However, his wife informed 
him that February 14th is not 
a “two-for-one” and since that 
moment he has gotten her two 
cards, one for each celebra-
tion. 
   Mrs. Huss’s favorite gift 
over the years was from the 
math department. On her 
60th birthday, in each class, 
students gave her carnations. 
At the end of the day she had 

sixty carnations to signify 
each year of her life. 
   Thankfully Mrs. Huss can-
not recall a negative memory 
on Valentine’s day; however, 
Mr. Kossmann can.
   One unlucky Valentine’s day 
the history teacher had a fall 
so brutal he spent his night in 
the emergency room getting 
stitches, ruining his plans with 
his wife.  
   The couple met at a summer 
camp when Mr. Kossmann 
was 26, at the time his wife 
had green hair and was an 
avid user of British slang. He 
says one of his favorite things 
about his wife is she has “been 
very patient with putting up 
with my unique character.” 
   His most cherished date with 

his wife was when they went 
bowling together and his wife 
destroyed him in the lanes. 
She lied to him and said she 
was terrible although she had 
been in bowling leagues her 
entire life. 
   Mr. Kossmann said his best 
Valentine’s gift was an English 
bulldog puppy given to him by 
his wife. 
   Mr. Kossman and Mrs. Huss 
have had memorable Valen-
tine’s Day experiences over 
the years. Whether you love or 
hate Valentine’s Day, the tales 
of CCHS’s teachers are bound 
to pull some heartstrings.
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   Since the introduction of 
Valentine’s Day in the mid-
fifth century, people have 
always adopted it as a day of 
love and appreciation towards 
their significant other. More 
recently, couples have devel-
oped a tradition of buying gifts 
for their special someone on 
Valentine’s Day, such as choc-
olate, flowers, cards, candy 
hearts, or jewelry. If you have 
ever wondered which types 
of businesses Cupid’s arrow 
snags the most throughout the 
Valentine’s Day season, you 
will find out by reading this 
article. 
   In recent years, one of the 
most popular gifts isn’t a bou-
quet of roses or a dinner date 
out, but instead the gift of 
experience like a gym mem-

bership, an outdoor adventure, 
or even a brand new pet. The 
National Retail Federation has 
given us their latest collection 
of statistics from 2017 to see 
what February 14th’s greatest 
hits are by the numbers and to 
see which industries are con-
sistently successful at spread-
ing the love.
   When it comes to who is 
celebrating the holiday, only 
54.8% of Americans celebrate 
the day of love. There is no 
report on the other 45.2%, 
but we can assume that they 
are lonely and sad during this 
time of love. It is also reported 
that the average man spends 
$136.57 on their special lady 
while on the other hand, wom-
en spend only $85.21 on their 
special fellow. The combina-

tion of these purchases equates 
for a national total spending 
cost of $18.2 billion.
   Consumers at various stores 
across the US were asked what 
they are most likely to spend 
their money on. Fifty percent 
of shoppers buy candy, 47% 
buy greeting cards, 37% pay 
for an evening out, 35% buy 
flowers, 24% buy a gift of ex-
perience such as concert tick-
ets, gym membership, or an 
outdoor adventure, 19% buy 
jewelry, 19% buy clothing, 
and 16% buy gift cards or gift 
certificates.
   For those poor, lonely souls 
during this day of love, some 
have said that they would 
rather spend their money on 
family members, classmates or 
teachers, friends, coworkers, 

or pets.
   As for the locations that 
customers purchased gifts for 
their significant other, 35% 
shopped at department stores, 
32% at discount stores, 18% at 
a local florist, and 18% at local 
specialty stores.
   Although the Covid-19 pan-
demic has most likely changed 
these stats, in 2017, 27% of 
people shopped online for 
their items and 15% bought 
from a local business, with the 
remaining shopping at retail 
chains such as Walgreens, 
CVS, Target, and more.
   No matter where these gifts 
came from or who they were 
bought by, the reason for the 
season is buying them out of 
love.
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   Hey bachelors and bachelorettes.
Valentine’s Day looking a little 
empty on your calendar this year? 
Feeling the pressure to couple up? 
Well, don’t. No reason to reserve a 
table for two this month – you’re a 
single pringle and there is no shame 
in that. If you’re a little unsure about 
how to have a fabulous day though? 
I’ve got you covered – I’ll be sure to 
make this Valentine’s Day the best 
one for you yet. Here’s my guide to 
surviving Valentine’s Day: single 
edition. 
   First things first, we need to es-
tablish a guest list for your survival. 
Of course we already have you and 
yourself, but let’s think of some other 
options so that there is no excuse 
to eat the entire box of chocolates 
alone. Perhaps a pet? (The only crea-
tures on Earth that won’t break your 
heart.) If there are no furry friends 
around, I’m sure you’ve got some 
friends also riding solo that would 
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love to join in on the fun.
   Once the guest list is finalized, 
time for food. Chocolate is a MUST. 
All kinds, that is -- dark, milk, white, 
almond, you name it. Trust me when 
I tell you that purchasing a box your-
self tastes just the same as somebody 
buying it for you. 
   We need some actual protein 
though, a true main dish to feast 
upon. Might I suggest a heart-shaped 
nugget tray from Chick-fil-A? Only 
$13 for 30 nuggets. Your heart may 
be broken, but at least your bank 
won’t be. 
   Ok, ok enough about the food now. 
Time to get to the real key to your 
survival: what to do. Movies are a 
classic. Whether you opt for a cheesy 
romantic to keep in the spirit of the 
holiday, or an action-packed horror 
film to distract from your bitterness 
against your ex. Whichever you go 
with, it will be sure to keep you en-
tertained for at least an hour or two.

   If movies aren’t your thing, which 
is understandable I don’t have a long 
attention span either, an adventure 
might suit you better. Think spon-
taneous, exhilarating, illegal! Sorry 
not illegal, I got carried away there. 
Think more along the lines of: pro-
pose to a stranger in public, carpool 
karaoke at night with the windows 
down, paint in a park, dance in the 
rain, have a photoshoot, etc. This is 
an opportunity to really let yourself 
go and be crazy for once. 
   The truth is, while Valentine’s day 
is about celebrating love, it’s not not 
necessarily about loving somebody 
else within a romantic relationship. 
Valentine’s day is also about loving 
yourself and being happy. With that I 
leave you with my advice, best luck, 
and lots of love. Being single is not 
all that bad! 

XOXO,  
The Cougar Cupid 



American forces carried out a mas-
sive bombing campaign on the city 
of Dresden, the historic capital of 
the German state of Saxony. Ap-
proximately 3,330 tons of bombs 
were dropped on the city, destroy-
ing 90 percent of the city center 
and countless cultural treasures as 
well as killing as many as 135,000 
people. The bombings were contro-
versial even at the time, as Dresden 
was neither important to German 
war production nor was it a major 
industrial center. 
   Valentine’s Day also saw one 
of the most consequential battles 
of the Revolutionary War play 
out in Georgia. At the Battle of 
Kettle Creek in 1779, 400 patriots 
launched a surprise attack against 
800 loyalists. Though they were 
outnumbered, the patriots emerged 
victorious. Their success helped to 
defeat the British strategy to cut off 
the southern colonies from those 
farther north. 
   However, it’s not just war and 
murder that define Valentine’s 
Day in history. February 14 saw 

the admission of two U.S. states 
into the Union. Oregon became 
the 33rd state in 1859, but its entry 
into the Union was far less con-
troversial than that of Arizona’s. 
President William Howard Taft 
initially vetoed Arizona’s request 
for statehood because its constitu-
tion allowed for judicial recall, a 
policy by which voters can remove 
an elected official from office even 
before their term is over. After 
Arizona revoked the clause, Taft 
signed the proclamation declaring 
it the 48th state. However, Arizona 
voters would get their revenge in 
the election of 1912, when they 
would not only reinstate judicial 
recall but also give Taft only 13% 
of their votes. 
   Regardless of whether you’re 
single or deeply in love, these snip-
pets of history can spice up any 
dull date. They’re not only fascinat-
ing, but provide important insights 
into the complicated nature of Val-
entine’s Day: a day typically asso-
ciated with love and devotion, but 
marred by bloodshed and revenge. 

   Valentine’s Day is traditionally 
associated with love and fidelity, 
but more recently it has come under 
fire as a commercialized holiday 
overflowing with insincere candy, 
chocolates and flowers. However, 
the day is filled not just with sweets 
or declarations of love but plenty of 
gruesome history as well. 
   For many, the first less-than-
romantic event that comes to mind 
may be the Valentine’s Day Massa-
cre in Chicago, an event described 
by the New York Times as “the 
most cold-blooded gang massacre 
in the history of this city’s under-
world.” On that fateful morning in 
1929, seven associates of George 
“Bugs” Moran — gangster Al 
Capone’s biggest rival in a bitter 
Prohibition-era war for control of 
Chicago’s illegal activities — were 
murdered in a garage by four men 
dressed in police uniforms. Moran 
himself avoided injury, as he was 
en route to the garage when the 
shooting took place. It is believed 
that he was the primary target of 
the shooting, but the killers mistook 

one of the other seven men for him, 
and opened fire too early. 
   It is widely believed that Jack 
McGurn, one of Al Capone’s top 
men, masterminded the massacre, 
but he avoided prosecution because 
of one of the most famous alibis 
of the twentieth century. This was 
McGurn’s girlfriend Lousia Rolfe, 
otherwise known as the “Blonde 
Alibi.” McGurn maintained they 
had been together in their hotel 
suite at the time of the massacres. 
Although the police had enough 
evidence to disprove this, McGurn 
married Rolfe in 1931, enabling 
him to invoke “spousal privilege” 
in court, which prevented Rolfe 
from being forced to testify. The 
charges against him were ultimately 
dropped. 
   Capone himself was in Miami 
meeting with the Dade County 
solicitor at the time of the murders, 
and the police could never pin the 
shootings on him. 
   It’s not just gangsters that were 
murdered on Valentine’s Day. On 
February 14, 1945, British and 
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   Spanning time, civilization, fic-
tion, and fact, love has remained 
a constant in spite of humanity’s 
ever changing life. It has given 
us stories, art, music, dance, and 
of course, relationships.  From 
the beginning of history, certain 
connections between people are so 
powerful that we remember them 
even today. Here are some famous 
relationships to show that love is 
timeless.
   Though their love story has 
a morbid ending, Marc Antony 
and Cleopatra share a love story 
for the ages. They met when 
they were young, but it took a 
decade for the pair to reconnect 
when Cleopatra arrived in Tarsus 
surrounded by her wealth and 
elegance. According to biogra-
phy.com, the pair engaged in a 
romantic relationship in Alex-
andria where they often threw 
opulent parties. Though Antony 
left Cleopatra and married an-

other woman, they met once again 
after three years apart, still deeply 
in love. Eventually, Octavius, a 
leader in Rome and member of 
the Second Triumvirate, attacked 
Marc Antony. Cleopatra sent word 
allowing Marc Antony to believe 
that she was dead, believing it 
would save their children from a 
vindictive Octavius. Heartbroken, 
Antony committed suicide and 
Cleopatra followed suit. The pair 
were buried together.
   With a penchant for danger and 
crime, Bonnie Parker and Clyde 
Barrow are immortalized in the 
American mind. Both born in 
poverty, Bonnie and Clyde met at 
a party in 1930 when they were 
young and fell in love. Even 
after Clyde went to prison, Bon-
nie waited for him to be released. 
Later, he resumed stealing with 
Bonnie as his partner in crime and 
they captured the nation’s atten-
tion after a string of thefts. After 

being ambushed by six police of-
ficers who riddled their bodies and 
car with bullets, Bonnie and Clyde 
were not buried together.
   For John and Abigail Adams, it 
was not love at first sight. Initially, 
John disliked Abigail’s family but 
while his friend was courting Abi-
gail’s sister, the pair bonded and 
eventually fell in love. Over the 
course of their fifty year marriage, 
they wrote thousands of letters 
detailing their friendship and love 
for one another. John would write 
things such as, “I want to hear you 
think, or see your thoughts. The 
Conclusion of your Letter makes 
my Heart throb” and Abigail 
would say, “nor have the dreary 
years of absence in the smallest 
degree effaced from my mind the 
Image of the dear untitled man to 
whom I gave my Heart.” Their let-
ters inspire couples even today.
   Elizabeth Barrett Browning and 
Robert Browning were both poets 

in the 19th century who overcame 
obstacles to spend their lives 
together. Initially, Elizabeth and 
Robert kept their relationship a 
secret, and even married without 
Elizabeth’s father’s knowledge, 
but after he refused to send her to 
Italy for health reasons, the couple 
stowed away together. Though 
Elizabeth’s father disowned her, 
the pair remained together, happy 
and healthy. They had a son, 
and after Elizabeth died, Robert 
worked to have Elizabeth’s poems 
published. From their relation-
ship came one of the most iconic 
and inspiring romantic lines to 
date: “How do I love thee? Let me 
count the ways.” 
   Though love throughout history 
is messy and seemingly confus-
ing by today’s standards, it has 
prospered and thrived, making the 
world go round.
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